
The Inevitable Cycle of Poverty 

Driving around the streets of Ethiopia presents horrific scenes: clusters of young children, 
siblings or strangers, starving and begging for food. Many are orphans or abandoned by parents 
unable to care for themselves much less their children. 
 
Because in Ethiopia, for the homeless - it’s almost hopeless. Many of the homeless are 
orphaned children, and there are no resources or programs like the opportunities that exist in 
the United States for families struggling with poverty. 
 
The option is to head to the streets. 
 
For Teffe, a Wisconsin resident and Ethiopian native - he knows these scenes all too well. He 
lost both of his parents by the time he was 9 years old, and then found himself the sole 
caretaker of his two younger siblings. 
 
Teffe, however, received a break. An brand new orphanage program formed around the time 
he lost his mother. The orphanage gave Teffe a home again, along with six other Ethiopian 
children - including his siblings.  
 
“If it wasn’t for that orphanage, where would we have ended up? It’s hard to imagine, because 
... a lot of kids in our situation ... eventually they end up on the streets,” he said. “That’s just the 
reality. That’s what the orphanage did for us - it prevented us from going into the streets.” 
 
Unfortunately, the orphanage started struggling financially and worried whether they could 
continue caring for the children. A missionary shared the children’s story with a church 
congregation back in Wisconsin, a move that compelled resident Pat Joyce to action. 
 
Pat talked to other families in the state and was able to find placement for all seven children, 
removing them from Ethiopia and avoiding a devastating life on the streets. 
 
While raising his adoptive children, Pat grew more acquainted with the Ethiopian culture and 
the problems poverty poses on the country. 
 
“You’re kind of prepared and see all this stuff on videos,” he said,” and (when you visit Ethiopia) 
it’s just not even close.” 
 
The memory of a teenage girl holding a dead baby in her arms, a view Pat captured from the 
vehicle while driving around in Debre Zeit, often still brings tears to his eyes. 
 
“That’s the point where everything just turned for me,” he said. “There isn’t a day that that 
image doesn’t cross my mind.” 
 



Pat and a group of local supporters, including his adoptive sons, are now part of Pay it Forward, 
a nonprofit on a mission to alleviate hunger and diminish illiteracy among the most vulnerable 
families and orphans in Ethiopia through preventative, sustainable programs.  

Creating a Locally-Sustained Support System 

Mulu also lived with Teffe in the temporary orphanage in Ethiopia. He was the youngest of four 
children, and their mother died when Mulu was just two years old.  
 
Eventually, his father felt he had no choice but to abandon the children he could no longer care 
for; and so Mulu and his siblings found themselves alone. And then, the orphanage came along. 
 
Mulu was given a rare chance through his adoption by his Wisconsin family, and he recognizes 
the extreme nature of the situation facing the majority of orphaned or impoverished children in 
his native country. 
 
“When you are in Ethiopia and you see all the kids sitting in the streets you think it’s normal - 
you see it every single day, you don’t think much of it,” he said. “Then once you come to the 
United States, and that’s not normal. ... I have all the things I need. When I go back to Ethiopia, I 
see the same scene that I saw when I was growing up.” 
 
Children in Ethiopia would consider America’s dumpsters and landfills heaven, demonstrating 
the extremity of food insecurity problems in Ethiopia as compared to elsewhere. Pay it Forward 
eliminates borders for supporting those struggling in poverty, and adheres to our obligation to 
take care of our most needy first, regardless of geography.  
 
We also take it one step further, beyond a bandaid fix. We aim to put systems in place to 
reduce the lack of opportunity for vulnerable children in Ethiopia, and instead to empower the 
locals in Ethiopia to be a part of the solution to removing generational poverty.  
 
“To me, this is a literal representation of teach a man to fish,” said Lloyd Graff, a board member 
with Pay it Forward. “We could just send money over and hope for the best, but this is directly 
enhancing their lives by providing an opportunity to provide for themselves.” 
 
Pay it Forward’s multi-tiered project includes: a feeding program to attend to basic physical 
needs; a Children + Family Support Center to provide shelter and educational support to 
vulnerable children while enabling parents to work; and an aquaponics system to fuel both food 
production and economic opportunities.  
 
Pay it Forward’s vision for the future is to create a shift in Ethiopia, to prevent poverty 
problems and provide opportunity for self-sustaining way of life. 
 
Any child or parent facing homelessness, will instead have options.  



An Idea Comes to Life 

Pay it Forward Founder Pat Joyce can admit he’s experienced difficult situations in his own life, 
for a time struggling with near homelessness, which have influenced his perspective and 
obligation to help kids in Ethiopia.  
 
“The vulnerable kids in Ethiopia represent a whole different level of innocence and pain, hunger 
and hopelessness,” Pat said, “wrapped up in inexplicable joy, trust, love and respect for total 
strangers.” 
 
Pay it Forward is tied to it’s Ethiopian roots because of Pat’s bold move to adopt, and the fact 
that the native Ethiopians, including Mulu and Teffe, are both also so eager to give back 
through the organization.  Other board members have found the passion contagious. 
 
“Pat is super passionate, he’s ready to go to the next step,” said Spencer Ganz, a Pay it Forward 
board member. “He did something huge adopting three kids. If he’s doing that to help out, then 
I can do something here.” 
 
Pat started the adoption process for his sons in 2005, and it took until 2007 before he was able 
to bring them to Wisconsin. Even during this process, Pat and pastor leading the missionary 
that had shared the Ethiopian children’s story had already started talking about ways the two 
could create bigger impact. They didn’t know what that looked like, but knew something more 
was needed. 
 
And so Pat’s vision started evolving. In 2010, he tattooed the symbol that now represents Taste 
of Ethiopia/Pay it Forward to solidify his commitment as the idea evolved and in 2011 officially 
formed the 501c3. The next few years he was forced to pause progress toward the cause while 
dealing with personal setbacks, but only emerged stronger and ready to move. 
 
In 2014, he resumed the process of structuring the organization and its programming, and in 
2015 the food truck launched to begin funding the mission. 
 
Since, Pat and his boys have visited Ethiopia to learn more about how they could structure their 
programs, to build relationships with essential contacts in the country and understand the 
necessary legal and other steps they’d need to take to set up shop. 

Where the Need is Great 

In Ethiopia, the mortality rate for children under age 5 is 68 total deaths per every 1,000 
children in this age range, cited from Unicef statistics from 2012. In the United States, the 
mortality rate is slim comparatively: 7 deaths per every 1,000 children. 
 



 
There is some good news: The mortality rate in Ethiopia has improved greatly since 1990 - 
when an astonishing 204 per every 1,000 children died. Plus, since 2000, poverty in Ethiopia fell 
from 44 percent to 30 percent by 2011, these reductions driven mainly by agricultural and 
economic growth. And, from 1990-92 until 2012-14, the prevalence of undernourishment fell 
from 75 percent to 35 percent. (Source: Worldbank.org) 
 
Celebrating these improvements, however, can only be short lived. 
 
The disparity among the rich and poor grows, with the poorest households now poorer. 
Ethiopia in general still has low rates of access to sanitation, educational enrollment and 
attended births, and the country struggles with health, safety and education of women and 
girls. 
 
The good news, the improvements in the country over the last decade, prove that supporting 
the agricultural system and providing education and support for parents in the workplace can 
reduce rates of poverty. These, of course, would be precursors to agricultural and economic 
growth. 
 
That’s why Pay it Forward’s programs focus on these areas, in what can be defined as a 
long-term, preventative approach to impact the struggles of poverty: it’s not just a bandaid fix, 
it’s teaching a man to fish. 
 
“It isn’t just triage, it isn’t just handouts - it’s making sure kids stay in school,” Pat said. “This is a 
progressive, developmental way to tackle generational poverty.” 
 
And now is the time. Historically Ethiopia has faced much political turmoil, with authoritative 
rule causing harm to the economy and other areas of the country. Prime Minister Dr. Abiy 
Ahmed took over in spring 2018, and even in his first months in the rule is receiving praise for 
the political transformation. 
 
This is evidence that the political landscape is primed to be far more accepting of our project, 
paving the way for long lasting impact in Ethiopia. 

What We Do 

Pay It Forward is a multi-tiered project focused on helping those vulnerable to generational 
poverty instead achieve a successful future. Our programs create activities that promote 
development, self-reliance and education to produce future generations with healthy minds 
and bodies. 
 
Each program described here came about with careful research, planning and consulting of 
many compassionate, local Ethiopian caregivers. We repeat: we are not here to be a bandaid 



fix. We talked with many locals to get to the heart of the issues, and end generational poverty 
and childhood suffering. 
 
School Feeding Program  
In Ethiopia, schools typically operate on half days, six days each week. So, our goal is to provide 
children attending government schools a meal while there. The added benefit of this free 
nutrition is that it encourages children to continue participating in their education. 
 
We intentionally partnered with government schools to work together on providing the food 
and staff necessary to prepare and serve these meals. Meals will be prepared by our staff, in a 
kitchen and dining room provided by the school.  
 
“The feeding program is the immediate impact, because you’re giving kids food,” board 
member Spencer said. “That’s right now.” 
 
Pay It Forward’s aquaponics program, introduced later, will provide additional food supplies 
and enable the organization to provide healthy, organic meals to many needy children. 
 
Children + Family Support Center 
Outside of school hours, our goal is to continue to supply adequate nutrition that is so 
desperately lacking for many children. We believe all children have the right to have their basic 
needs met. Unfortunately, many children are living on the streets of this country without 
proper guardianship: they are not properly fed, clothed or enrolled in school.  
 
For these kids, they will get support outside of the classroom walls. Our Children + Family 
Support Center helps the most vulnerable, such as children who are homeless or true orphans, 
or families on the brink of turning to the streets. 
 
The Children + Family Support Center will provide for each child: meals; basic medical care; 
clothing; sanitation materials; and educational materials, such as tutoring support.  
 
For meals, children either receive breakfast and lunch, or lunch and dinner - dependent on their 
half day school schedule. Again, the added benefit of this free nutrition is that it encourages 
children to continue participating in their educational development, attending our facility for 
nutrition but then sticking around for tutoring support. 
 
Our medical care will include regular physical exams and attention when a child is sick as well as 
age-appropriate training on proper hygiene and self-care. This helps students remain healthy 
and continue to further their education and development.  
 
For those who are orphaned or homeless, the center acts as a temporary shelter as we attempt 
to find relatives or foster care for the child. We believe the longer each child lives without any 
compassionate, adult supervision, the harder the reunification process will be - so our presence 
eases the process. The process will utilize collaboration between the organization and 
government offices like police stations and Kebele administrations to achieve family 



reunification and more permanent arrangements. 
 
For families utilizing the shelter, parents can drop off children in order to focus on earning a 
living and supporting their family. We aim to provide support, such as education or other 
resources, to parents looking to start a business or job. 
 
The average small business in Addis usually will involve some type of produce, for example: the 
woman might be selling bundles of sticks collected for firewood; cooking corn for sale to 
passers-by; there are lots of of coffee roasters and vegetables for sale.  
 
Many women are also in service positions, cleaning homes and businesses, however these 
women are often mistreated - so our goal is to encourage and support economic growth in 
alternative areas. 
 
Aquaponics Farm 

This tier of our project fuels the other two, through producing food to fuel our feeding 

programs and job opportunities for families utilizing the Children + Family Support Center.  

 

Aquaponics is a type of agriculture accomplished with very little water and energy consumption 

as compared to conventional farming techniques. Pay it Forward is invested in this cause, and 

has already purchased the aquaponics system from Nelson and Pade.  

 

As the global leader in aquaponic food production, our system demonstrates responsible 

growth while focusing on innovation, sustainability and efficiency. This type of farming uses 

one-sixth of the water of traditional agriculture, while producing eight times the food per acre, 

according to Nelson and Pade’s website. It’s an indoor system, that can grow year-round in any 

climate. 

 

When installing the aquaponics farm, a team of Pay it Forward will teach local Ethiopian 

residents on how to assemble and maintain the farming system. Maintaining the farm provides 

ongoing employment opportunities for residents in Ethiopian. 

 

Given that is a such a sustainable method, this system will help to provide food security for the 

local residents.  We will harvest fresh, healthy, locally grown Tilapia and a variety of vegetables 

on our farm. 



How it Helps 

When Teffe thinks back to his days in the orphanage, he knows this space was his saving grace. 

Without that shelter and support, where would he and his siblings have ended up? He said he 

assumes eventually on the streets. 

 

“That’s just the reality,” he said. “That’s what the orphanage did for us - it prevented us from 

going into the streets.” 

 

That is the intent of our programs and and our organization: get kids before they get into the 

streets, stop the trend of generational poverty and improve lives infinitely into the future for 

residents of Ethiopia. 

 

As our program launches, we will determine a manageable number of children to support 

through the programs in order to offer quality support and care, based on funding and 

resources available. As we grow, we fully intend to grow our range of support. 

 

Pay it Forward has already begun its efforts to raise the funding needed to launch these 

programs and make a difference in the fight against generational poverty through operations of 

the Taste of Ethiopia Food Truck. 

 

The food truck serves a mix of authentic Ethiopian cuisine as well as traditional American fare, 

such as pulled pork and nachos, to satisfy everyone’s taste buds. The concept is for people to 

enjoy the food, learn about the cause and make a difference while doing both  - profits from 

the food truck fuel Pay it Forward’s cause. 

 

Pat, Teffe and Mulu compose the main team on the food truck, which sets up shop at area 

events, such as Farmer’s Markets or other street festivals. The truck is also available to cater to 

weddings or other gatherings. 

 

“The one thing I really enjoy is the mission part of the food truck,” Mulu said. “We’re not doing 

it for ourselves, we’re doing it for someone else. By enjoying our food, they are also changing 

an orphan’s life back home (in Ethiopia).” 



What it Takes 

Working on the Taste of Ethiopia food truck has offered a rewarding experience and shift in 

perspective for Teffe. With college debt lingering, he has financial needs of his own - but sees 

the food truck as a way to put other people ahead of himself, ahead of his wants and needs.  

 

“I was one of those kids that needed the help, and people did help me.” Teffe said. “It’s my turn 

to do the same thing, going back and giving them the hand that they need.” 

 

The Taste of Ethiopia Food Truck will work to its full potential to earn every dollar it can, but it 

is not enough. The need is great, and we need more caring individuals who can put their hearts 

into stopping the generational poverty in Ethiopia. 

 

Launching our programs in its entirety is no small undertaking. Our comprehensive budget plan 
estimates the total administrative and implementation cost at $90,000 for the first year, and 
rolling into a total of $300,000 as we grow over the first three years. 
 

Any amount will directly change lives of real kids vulnerable to a life on the streets in Ethiopia. 

We would truly appreciate monthly donations to fuel ongoing support of the programs, and 

accept any one-time donations as well. 

Community Opportunities 
While one-time donations are appreciated, we do also seek monthly contributors to create 

stability in supporting our cause. 

 

● Daily Meals - $$ 

● Weekly Meals - $$  

● Monthly Meals - $$ 

● Support a Kid @ the Children + Family Center for a week - $$ 

● Support a Kid @ the Children + Family Center for a month - $$ 

Corporate Contributions 
● Awareness Sponsor - $100: Allows us connect with the community, engage in our cause 

and spread awareness. 

○ Link to logo on website 

○ Shoutout on Facebook 

○ Appear in quarterly brochure  



● Economy Sponsor - $500: Support our ability to continue to employee vulnerable 

populations in Ethiopia.  

○ All previous plus ... 

○ Priority placement in brochure 

● Generational Sponsor - $1,000: Support us in our efforts to end generational poverty in 

Ethiopia.  

○ All previous plus ... 

○ Logo on Food Truck TV 

● Cater to the cook - $3,000: Pays the annual salary for one of the cooks in our feeding 

program.  

○ All previous plus …  

○ Logo on Food Truck 

○ Food Truck party at business with free food for up to 50 employees 

● Education Sponsor- $4,000: Pays the annual salary for a tutor in our Children + Family 

Support Center. 

○ All previous plus … 

○ Promoted as title sponsor of Annual Authentic Ethiopian dinner 

○ Mentions as title sponsor in press release 

Aquaponics Launch / Foundational Investors 
 

● Support Shipping - $2,500: We are seeking three partners to invest in actually moving 

the equipment from the United States to Ethiopia. The cost for shipping this type of 

equipment is estimated at $7,500. 

○ Link to logo on website 

○ Shoutout on Facebook 

○ Appear in annual brochure 

● Add Protection - $3,000: We are seeking a single partner to support the cost of a 

20-foot shipping container needed to move the aquaponics system from the United 

States to Ethiopia. This cost covers the investment for a used shopping and storing it 

locally until we can ship. 

○ All previous plus … 

○ Priority placement in brochure 

○ Logo on Food Truck TV 

● Create Balance - $5,000: We are seeking six partners to build the equity required in 

order to send this system to Ethiopia. The country’s government requires that we have 

$30,000 total in the bank before shipping this product. 

○ All previous plus … 

○ Logo on Food Truck 



○ Plague at build site in Ethiopia 

○ Special mention in press release about project 

 

 


